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INTER-AFRICAN 


Depopulation in Middle Africa by AIDS Feared 
54000040 Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 
7 Dec 88 pp 3, 11 


[Article: “Depopulated Middie Africa Just Around the 
Bend” ] 


[Text] The peoples of the black nations that lie between 
the equator and the borders of South Africa are now 
headed irreversibly down the path of extermination from 
AIDS. By the end of the century, the process will have 
advanced to the point where measurable populations 
will still survive in only a very few of those countries. 


Inasmuch as a power vacuum cannot long continue to 
exist, it is feared that a new colonialism will develop in 
Africa. India may only be awaiting the favorable 
moment to unload millions of its people on East Africa, 
giving rise to one enormous Indian empire on either side 
of the Indian Ocean. A communist reaction to the 
coming power vacuum, focused on Africa's minerals, is a 
certainty as well. 

The speed with which death is overtaking the black 
peoples appears from the data published by the director 
of the American AIDS Research Centez for the USA and 
Africa, Chester Nagle. 


The USA is keeping the spread of AIDS in Africa under 
the close observation of a large team of experts who work 
out of the American Air Force Base at Kamina in Zaire. 
American projects in a depopulated Middle and East 
Africa are still unclear. 


According to several scientists, the AIDS virus, HIV, isa 


cancer research project in which something must have 
have been made that a commu- 


blood bank of New York, played a role in the organized 
spread of the epidemic, awakening suspicions that the 
to test the potential of the virus in germ 
Russians, for their part, blamed the USA, 
the AIDS virus was originally intended as 
Saidsen ead come, 


an 

Be that as it may, the origin of the virus is now an 
facing research scientists in the various nations is to 
establish with precision how swiftly the epidemic is 


i 


Estimates for 1989 place the rate of infection in Burundi 
at 40 percent; in 1987 as much as 18 percent of Rwanda’s 


pregnant women whc' were tested in the hospital were 
infected. Entire villayes have evidently been extermi- 
nated. In Zaire, parts of the rain forest and the castern 
mountain regions are already largely depopulated. In 
January 1986 a random sample showed that 33 percent 
of the population was itifected. In Zambia next year 70 
percent of the population will be infected, according to 
The percentage in the Zambian army has 
passed the S0-percent mark. Things are less clear 
as regards Zimbabwe, but it is assumed that they are not 
much better than in Zambia. 


Inasmuch as infected persons show the symptoms of the 
disease anywhere from a few weeks to 10 years after their 
infection, the extermination of a major segment of the 
SS en ee ea eee 

The apparent constantly doubling incubation penod of 8 
months will leave very few uninfected persons within a few 
years 


i 


ETHIOPIA 


Hage agh we ag be for AIDS Carriers 
5 9b Addis A THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD 
in English 25 Dec 88 p 5 


[Text] In their statements on AIDS, many doctors, sociol- 
ogists and psychologists defined this disease as the pesti- 
lence of the century which raised a host of other problems, 
besides the purely medical ones. Due to ignorance and 








Through a series of immediate legal, psychiatric and 
prophylactic measures. We should have a legislation pro- 


tecting the night to work (moreover, virus carriers have a 
latent infection and do not necessarily develop the 
disease). People should be liable for a breach of confiden- 
who should help the diseased and their farnilies to adjust. 
These measures should be adopted immediately, for the 
AIDS pandemic has only just broken out; we have no 
precise idea of its present scope and the future could bring 
a large number of terminal cases with all their medical, 
social, legal and other problems. 

pool their efforts in the drive against what has been 
defined as the plague of the 20th century, AIDS even has 
its political aspects, too. In Switzerland, we have a monthly 
symposium of doctors and politicians. 3 is of 
utmost . Young people's attitudes have 


importance 
changed, too—this is the end of the permissive society. 
How should we treat people who infect others deliberately” 
I have read of such a case in Czechoslovakia—the man was 
convicted of inflicting grievous ily harm, due to the 
lack of a special article in the law dealing with such cases. 


Doctors should break the news carefully to patients. 
r envi- 


Medical staff need a special therapy, 100, to overcome 
then fear of infection and motivate confidentiality. 


KENYA 
3,276 AIDS Cases Throughout Nation 
54000048) Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
2 Dec 88 pp 1,36 
{Otula Owuor]} 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 


Dr F. Mueke the national coordinator of the AIDS 
control programme, told the NATION yesterday that in 
June 2.732 cases had been reported and this increased by 
544 in two months. 


to eight months some test negative meaning that they in 
fact only have HIV (human immundeficiency virus) 
antibodies from the mother but not the virus.” 


Kwambo, told the NATION that African AIDS patients 
seem to die faster than those in the west. He said this 
may be due to a more virulent AIDS strain. 


The World AIDS Day started with prayers at the offices 
of the National Aid Control Programme. 


After the prayers, the World Health Organisation repre- 
sentatives in Kenya, Dr Marcella Davies, handed over 
the new office to Mr Mwai Kibaki the Minister for 
Health. 


Dr Davies called for co-operation to fight the spread of 
the disease, saying AIDS did not know borders, race, or 
social status. 
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At KICC, music on the dangers and preventionof AIDS the SUNDAY NATION. He lamented that whereas the 


was provided by Them Mushrooms and The Kariokor § Catholic Church has -ome out categorically against 


condoms, they have noi given an alternative. 
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Having sent a shiver down many a government's spine, 
of Catholics all over the _—the disease seems to be having a wedge [as published] 


the disease,” a Christian nations where the number of cases per capita is increas- 
ing at an alarming rate. 


ic Church hospital in Meru told 


large 
‘s word will, no doubt, be a major over efforts to tame it. This is more so im the developing 
pi 


the 
efforts 
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In Zambia, where a stringent blood screening system 1s 
ensured by the decentralised blood transfusion services, 
the fight against AIDS has not been without hurdles. Last 
May, church leaders described a government booklet. 
“AIDS Information for Schools”, as “permissive” and 
“offending” and urged it to be withdrawn until suitable 


changes were made. 


In a section called “If you decide to take the risk” the 
booklet advises students to “sleep only with your perma- 
nent girl/boy friend, and make sure she/he siceps only 
with you. Do not take any new sexual partners.” 


Mrs Edith Mutale, the head of the Christian Council's 
Women Programme said that bit of advice was bound to 
promote immorality. There was divided opinion. The 
church-owned NATIONAL MIRROR newspaper called 
the booklet a “virus...because it encourages promiscuous 
living among the young ~ On the other hand, a lengthy 
editorial in the government-owned daily TIMES OF 
ZAMBIA said that “the campaign against AIDS should 
not fail because of crazy clerics.” 


The debate in Zambia revolved around the use of 
condoms in preventing the spread of AIDS. As the 
controversy raged on, the church produced its own 
booklet which differed sharply with the one produced by 
the Ministry of Health. 


The opposition to condoms was however not based on 
the Catholic Church's stand on birth control. 


“We will not collaborate in the promotion of condoms as 
a safeguard against contacting AIDS. Condoms are 
known to have high failure rate in preventing pregnancy. 
AS a protection against AIDS, they are even less effective 
and those who use them in circumstances where they are 
exposed to HIV are at a high risk of contacting this 
deadly disease,” said the church. In summary, the church 
felt that condoms give people a felse sense of security 
and encourage them to continue engaging im activities 
that they might otherwise have abandoned. 


In Kenya, no church has come out as an institution to 
comment for or against any of the ways the fight against 
AIDS is being carried out. Despite being in the heart of 
the so-<alled “AIDS belt” is Africa, the country’s efforts 
are paying off. 


A national Survey on the Effectiveness of Radio as a 
means of Communication: The case for AIDS Pro- 
grammes broadcast through the Voice of Kenya, by two 
masters students a. the University of Nairoti indicates 
that the majority of Kenyans are aware that AIDS exists. 


Though only a pilot survey with a sample of 526 respon- 
dents, the research by John Muturi and Solomon 
Nzyuko is an eye-opener to those involved in the fight 
against AIDS. Kenya's success may be ztiributed to the 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
rapport between those fighting AIDS and other institu- 
tion. However, it seems likely that with the Papal state- 
ment and reports of socio-theological controversies, the 
church in Kenya could be forced to review and make 
clear its stand. What comes from Mutun and Nzyuko’'s 
study is reflected by the research carried out in Pum- 
wani. The two, despite saying that 63.8 per cent of 
Kenyans have changed their lifestyles as a result of the 
disease, argue thal awareness and practice do not 


year-old banker says. “Kenyans weve already beginning 
to feel comfortable with the condoms in the absence of a 


cure for AIDS.” 


confidence that the Pope is not the sort of person who 
makes unreasonable and hasty decisions.” 


While it is felt that the Protestan: Churches will come 
out against the Catholic Church as they have agreed to 
ey Ney pte e p e P py - 


Five Die of AIDS Nationwide Since 1:86 
54000049 Maseru LESOTHO TODAY in English 
8 Dec 88 p 3 
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In a statement broadcast on Radio Lesotho to mark the 
occasion, the Minister of Health Dr S. T. Makenete. said 
the fact that it can take up to five years before an HIV 





the risks of contracting AIDS. Dr Makenete said women 
in particular had the key to the prevention of AIDS. 
[passage omitted] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Closing of Borders Recommended To Stop AIDS 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 
7 Dec 88 pp 3. 11 


Article: “South Africa Will Have To Close Its Borders to 
Trade”) 


borders wth the Third World nations of Africa will 
to be carriers of AIDS, sad provieion 


protected 
must be made for the costs of an AIDS program. 












their tribal practices. Others believe that it is clearly too 
late for this. 


The second is the traffic routes, where black truck 
drivers and local prostitutes contribute to a much more 
rapid expansion of AIDS in Africa. 


In a recent book on this subject, Mr Keith Edelston laid 
a great deal of emphasis on the role of the traffic routes. 
He warns of the “ is” that is just around the 
bend. By 1995 Zambia, Malawi, Tanzania and Kenya 
will already be 70 percent depopulated, he claims. 


epidemic, esther. By the year 2000, black population will 
be down by 15 percent and will ultimately shrink to less 
than half of the current census figures. 


The white population will also be affected, but much less 
so. The United States, however, will lose the largest part 
of its Negro population, as well as a portion of the whites 
im its large cities. 


The economic consequences of the AIDS epidemic will 
strike South Africa later than the other countries. The 
availability of labor will decrease, but the greatest danger 
les in the crippling of South Africa's foreign trade. South 
Africa must try to become self-sufficient and direct its 
remaining foreign trade more to the East than to the 
United States. 


There is a , @8 appears from an article in S.A. 
FORUM by US AIDS research director Chester Nagle, 
that South Africa will be used by the West to do the dirty 
work involved in controlling AIDS in Africa. The United 
States will exert pressure to entice South Africa into a 
new African Health Union, and its power and financial 
strength will then have to be spread so thin that it will 
not be able to protect its own interests adequately South 
Africa will have to shut down its borders completely to 
foreign labor, as well as to black truck drivers and rail 
personnel. Whatever methods of combat South Afnca 
apphes within its own borders, they will be incffective if 
the effect on public health of unchecked black commerce 
across the borders is not brought under immediate 
control, says Mr Edeiston, who discusses at length the 
economic implications of AIDS for the economy of 
South Africa. 
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of the disease is new, the discase has been known to be 


incurable for a ‘ong time. 
He said that healers also wonder why they are not shown 
time They the victumms so that they can make diagnoses. He also sand 
symtoms of the that they must be given an opportunity to start “heir own 
[Artucle by Merete Holm and Hans Lind: “Drums and 
Re SOS See a eee 


“AIDS is a hot topic in the West, but it is extremely 


it themselves to the sensitive here. The government believes we are cxagger- 


until their profession 1s recognized 
medical doctors. 


ating its senousness and putting pressure on them. As a 


The AIDS program, which will continue until 1992, will 
result, they are hesitant to indicate the extent of the 


| 
| 
| 
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54002454 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
im Danish 1 Dec 88 Sect Ill p i 


participating at 
information that has 
and inadequate 


of this was that the origins of the ing Denmark, will contribute toward this sum 
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Mascko said that the traditional healers 

the seminar felt that since it was discovered that AIDS is 
incurable, there has been lack of openness about some of 
the facts on the part of the modern medical world 
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: Official Says Spread of AIDS Impossible 
° 


54004002 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA SUNDAY 
MORNING POST om English 3 Dec 88 p 8 





CHINA 


AIDS is now ready for export 

The International Trust and Investment Cor- 
poration ( 18 entrusted by the producer, Xinchang 
Number One Medicine Plant, to take charge of caport 
trade. 

ZITIC is now finding a sales agent abroad to take care of 
export. 


54004001 Hong Kong HONG KONG STANDARD 
in English 4 Dec 88 p 2 
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Henan Employs New Immunization System for 
Children 


OW’9102083489 Beijing XINHUA in English 
1509 GMT 31 Jan £9 


[Text] For a ten-yuan insurance premium, children in 
China’s Henan province can enjoy seven years’ immu- 
nization service, according to officials of the provincial 
health department. 

Parents of children under seven years of age sign con- 
tracts with medical care departments which offer seven 
years of inoculations for their children. 

So far about 6.3 million children have cnjoyed the service 
and the incidence of such infectious diseases as measles, 
poliomyelitis, pertussis, diphtheria has greatly declined. 


In the past few years, the inoculation work has ocen 


performed solely by epidemic prevention stations, but 
they have not had enough personnel to treat every child. 


The new system was initiated in the province's 110 
counties and towns in 1987 and has since spread through 
the whole province. 


Three Major Killer Diseases Named 
54004004 Hong Kong SOUTH CHiNA MORNING 
POST in English 20 Dec 88 p 6 








Health Authorities To Plan Common Strategy on 
54004003 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English14 Dec 88 p 6 


[Article by Mary Ann Benitez] 


ext] A meeting between health authorities from Hong 
China and Macau aimed at formulating a com- 

mon strategy against Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn- 
drome (AIDS) is being planned for early next year. 


The talks will be the first time Asian countries with 
common borders have discussed AIDS and the first time 
Chinese officials have hosted international discussions 
on the virus. 


Dr Arturo Reyes, consultant for the World Health Orga- 
nisation Western Pacific Region's communicable dis- 
eases program, said the meeting would probably be held 
in Shenzhen next month. 


Dr Reyes said the increased trade in Guangdong’s border 
towns would lead to an increase in prostitution and the 
threat of AIDS. 


A World Health Organisation (WHO) team is in China 
to pave the way for the meeting, which was requested by 
Chinese health officials. 


The team is also reviewing laboratory facilities for 
detecting the AIDS virus and training programs for 
epidemiological studies of AIDS infection. 


Dr Reyes said: “We were requested by the Government 
of China to look at their facilities with the end in view of 
how to strengthen them. They may need some training 
courses. 


The Chinese are interested in having a course on epide- 
miology on AIDS and virus infection because they want 
to strengthen the knowledge of the local people.“ 


The meeting will also cover sexually-transmitted dis- 
eases, which are on the increase in the area. 


Dr said some arrangement for instituting an AIDS 

i mechanism and exchange of information 
could be established to stem the spread of AIDS in the 
three territories. 


The Medical and Health Department has diagnosed 15 
AIDS patients and 113 carriers in Hong Kong since 
screening began in 1985. 


China has only confirmed three cases of AIDS since the 
virus was identified in 1981. One of these was a Hong 
Kong cook who had lived in the United States for several 


years before dying in Fujian province. 


EAST ASIA 10 


Eighteen carriers have been diagnosed in China, with 14 
of them foreigners who were asked to leave the country 
and 4 Chinese haemophiliacs who became infected with 
imported blood. 


Macau is officially AIDS-free but confirmed thai one 
AIDS case—a European who was asked to leave the 
Portuguese enclave—has been discovered since screen- 
ing began in 1986. 


Dr Reyes said that while AIDS infection was just begin- 
ning in Asia, and there was no evidence the infection had 
spread to the local population in most countries, now 
was the time to strike at the disease. 


a a ae ee Oe ee 
Africa, it will be a disaster,” 


The meeting on AIDS follows a WHO-organised meeting 
on communicable diseases between Hong Kong, Macau 
and China in March this year at the height of the 
hepatitis A epidemic. 


HONG KONG 


AIDS Carriers May Number 40,000 
54004005 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 7 Dec 88 p 3 


[Article by Tad Stoner] 


[Text] The number of Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) patients would reach 400 and more 
than 40,000 people could beoome carriers in five years, if 
the spread of the deadly virus is not controlled, the head 
of Hong Kong's AIDS Counselling and Health Service 
said yesterday. 


Dr E.K. Yeoh, consultant physician to the Medical and 
Health Department, told a business seminar yesterday 
thar without responsible individual action and a nondis- 
criminatory attitude that would encourage carriers to 
accept counselling, the numbers of those affected by 
AIDS would rise, affecting the entire community. 


“In countries with a considerable number of cases, AIDS 
is no longer solely a medical problem. 

“The social, economic, legal and ethical impact has 
become increasingly apparent,” Dr Yeoh said. 

The epidemic proportions of the virus had fuelled hys- 
teria and misunderstanding, which could be countered 
only by careful education and the co-operation of com- 
munity and government organisations. 


“AIDS is not a highly infectious disease,” Dr Yeoh said. 











Dr Yeoh, pointing out that the age range of those most at 
risk from AIDS was similar to that of the working 
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iNTERNATIONAL 
Geal of Eradication of Infectious Diseases 
Described 


Inter-Gulf Cooperation 
54004513 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 
31 Dec 88 p $ 


[Article by Lima al-Khalfawi] 


Excerpts] The problem of AIDS is not alarming in the 
Gulf states although there is an upward trend, according 
to Jawad al-‘Uraydi, the Bahraini health minister, who 
left on Thursday after attending the 26th meeting of the 
Gulf Health Min’ Aers Council. 


He said that the Gulf states share information about 
AIDS and its carmers and exchange reports with other 
Gulf states to check its spread. 


Al-‘Uraydi felt that, although there was complete co- 
ordination in health services between Kuwait and Bah- 
rain, other Gulf states lack such co-operation. 


He advised the Gulf states not to be selfish in extending 
medical co- operation to neighbouring states. He added 
that if one state has good facilities for treating a certain 
disease or illness another state should avoid building 
similar facilities so as to avoid duplicity and save moncy. 
Gulf states should be able to help one another by 
unifying efforts in exchanging medical expertise, visits 
and treatments. 


The official, taking Kuwait's Cancer Centre's doctors as 
an example of such co-ordination said that the doctors go 
to Bahrain, accept patients and give them appointments 
for necessary treatment in Kuwait. 


On his visit to Faw, the minister said he supported the 
idea of opening a medical centre there considering that 
Faw is a symbol of sacrifice. 


The Bahraini health minister said that malaria was 
completely eradicated from most of the Arcb states 
except in some parts of Oman and South Yemen. The 
follow up in eradication is more important to ensure that 
the disease is checked, he added. 


Eradication of Polio Is Goal 
54004513 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 
28 Dec 88 p 4 


[Article by Lima al-Khalfawi) 


{Excerpts} Kuwait's acting Health Minister, Dr ‘Abd 
al-Rahman al- ‘Awuadi, pointed out that the Gulf region 
has made giant strides in fighting the spread of epidemic 
diseases and hoped that by the year 2000 the Gulf 


NEAR EAST & SOUTH ASIA 12 


He claimed “We talk a lot but do little and this must be 
corrected. Words should be translated into action.” 


INDIA 


Child Prostitution, Sex Tourism Seen as AIDS 
54002449 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
21 Dec 88 p 37 


[Article by Nina Bratt: “Indian Sex Slavery”) 


[Excerpt] Each year, tens of thousands of children are 
forced, bought, or kidnapped into sex slavery in India, 
according to a fresh report from Redd Barna. Between 
5,000 and 10,000 little girls are recruited annually into 
prostitution through forbidden religious rituals. “India is 
one of the principal countries with which Norway coop- 
erates by providing assistance, and the problem is so 
extensive that Norwegian authorities must take action,” 
says project leader Ove Narvesen in Redd Barna. He is 
afraid that India may become a new vacation paradise 
for Western sex tourists. 


According to Narvesen, Indian authorities themselves 
took the initiative in bringing up this sensitive subject. 
Among other things, the government has recently been 
supporting a regional conference on sexual exploitation 
of women and children in New Dethi. That is the first 
time the abuse of minors has been discussed openly in 
India. At the conference it became known that about 
400,000 of the country’s 1.5 to 2 million prostitutes are 
minurs. Almost all of them are girls. 


Organized Business 


Many small Indian children are earmarked for prostitu- 
tion, it says in the report. Poverty, the influence of 
modern developments, the caste system, and supersti- 
tion are causes of the extent of the problem. Further- 
more, women and children generally have a weak posi- 
tion in Indian society. 


In most states, there are organized gangs that kidnap 
children systematically and sel! them for sexual ex; iloi- 
tation. The state of Uttar Pradesh is mentioned as the 
place where about 10,000 minors are taken, in transit, 
and resold cach year. 


Neither is it unusual for fathers to sell their daughters to 
agents of organized prostitution gangs. Child marriage is 
still widespread. Many husbands se’! their young brides 
to organized sex gangs after first having gained mcney 











Little girls are kept in captivity until they are old enough 
Se ae 


j 
: 
iF 
ib 


Pate 
tl 
gea% 

dl 
Lal 
Egle 
tt 


NEAR EAST & SOUTH ASIA 


Medical Research Panel Reports on AIDS 
54500050 Madras THE HINDU in English 
2 Dec 88 p 10 


[Text] Screening high risk groups for Human Immuno 
Deficiency Virus (HIV) infection, that causes the 
dreaded disease Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syn- 
drome (AIDS), suggests that (a) prevalence of HIV 
infection even among high risk groups is low and (b) 
heterosexual promiscuity is the major mode of transmis- 
sion of HIV in India, according to the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR). 


Till June 1988, the total number of AIDS cases detected 
in India is 22 of which 15 are Indians and seven 
foreigners. The male-female break-up of these is as 
ma penny tet nee a no ee ge 
six and one. Countries of origin 

U.S. (2), Switzerland (2), Spain (: Canada (ie a 
Kenya (1). 


According to the ICMR, eight probable sources of infec- 
tion have been identified for these | 5 Indian cases: blood 
transfusion in the U.S. (1); blood factor VII infusion in 
the U.S. (1); homosexual contacts in Germany (1); het- 
crouexual promiscuity in the U S. (1); heterosexual pro- 
miscuity in Africa (7), spouse of an AIDS case (1), blood 
tran«fusion in (1); and heterosexual promiscuity in India 
(including prostitutes) (2). Both the cases in the last 
category, namely a prostitute from Bombay and another 
from Pondicherry, have since died of full-blown AIDS. 
The Bombay case was the first record of heterosexual 
promiscuity resulting in exposure to the virus. But it has 
been difficult to determine whether the infection was 
contracted through contact with Indian or foreign males. 


Standard symptoms: All the cases presented with the 
standard symptoms of history of fever, weight loss and 
repeated opportunistic infections. Seven victims had 
neurological/psychiatric manifestations. One foreigner 
had extensive Kaposi Sarcoma. In spite of supportive 
therapy two foreigners and 14 Indian died in India. The 
other foreigners are reported to Lave gone to their 
respective countries after symptomatic treatment. 


An Indian who had become seropositive following blood 
transfusion from a seropositive Indian donor developed 
repeated attacks of opportunistic infections requiring 
hospitalisation and supportive therapy. He later suc- 
cumbed to infection, after getting discharged from the 
hospital against medical advice. The only alive piitient 
with detected case of AIDS in India is that of an I dian 
businessman who had been heterosexually promiscuous 
in Central Africa. He is currently being treated for 
opportunistic infections. 


Serosurveillance data for HIV infection in India till April 
1988 indicates that a total of 1 ,03,249 persons have been 
screened of which 305 were found to be seropositive 











these 305, Indians number 256. The maie- 
female figures for Indians are: 100 and 156 and for 
foreigners 37 and 12. Of the 49 foreigners, students are 


that “HIV screening of international travellers would be 


At a consultation of experts of ‘International Travel axd 
HIV Infection’ convened by the WHO's Global Pro- 
gramme on AIDS in March, 1987 in Geneva, it was 
concluded that (1) No screening programme of interna- 


only briefly the dissemination of HIV both globally and 
with respect to any particular country; and (3) the 


to t parenteral and perinatal transmission, will be 
: to justify in view of the epidemiological, legal. 
economic, political, cultural and ethical factors mitigat- 
ing against adoption of such a policy. 


by corrective surgery, distribution of arti- 
job placements. 


A scheme for welfare and rehabilitation of polio victims 
was only recently launched. 


India was one of the participants at the Geneva meeting 
of the World Health Assembly in May which took the 
historic decision to eliminate poliomyelitis from the 
planet by the year 2000. One hundred and sixty-six 
countries participated in the meeting. 
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are in most danger and | think we can have a precise 
number in a year,” he told the daily KAYHAN.] 


Health Minister Ali Reza Marandi had said in an 
conference in Tehran 
disease had been discovered but did not specify. 


Dr. Aieen said AIDS (Acquired immune Deficiency 
Syndrome) was a “potential threat” in Iran and travelers 
from abroad, especially from the United States, Europe 
and Africa were the greatest source of worry. 











Child Vaccination Plan Called Successful 
540047056 Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL 


Commentary Calis for New Health Policy 


The issues for the Prime Minister to tackle are too many. 


The burden of responsibility could be greatly cased if the 
problems of poverty were effectively solved. It is a 
Herculean task for amy government to accomplish in a 
short span, however well meaning and well disposed i 
might be towards amehorating the lot of the people. 


Pakistan would still be desperately short of adequate 
health servic +s for its drsease-ndden population if all the 
hospitals, public as well as private, were accessible to the 
entire population. The profit-motivated one-third of the 
health sector 1s beyond the reach of the multitude which 
1s not able to foot the doctor's bill or the hospitalisation 
charges. In the mismanaged overcrowded public hospi- 
tals where the patients are treated more like unwelcome 
solicitors in search of charity than as respectable citizens 
in need of treatment. The patients deserve a better deal, 
no matter what their income or status in society is. The 
pain of humanity being everywhere the same, in the 
dispensation of relief the admi istration can make no 
distinction between man and man. 


viding protection against the risk. Our per capita income 
of $400 is ludicrously low compared 
the United States. While we have in the upper income 
brackets a class whose per capita income is comparable 
to the American standard, the teeming millions in the 
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country will be treated for a chiamydia infection before 
reaching the age of 30,” says Skycidestad, who thinks that 
information on the disease from the public health service 
has not been good. 


If this disease 1s not treated in time. it can result in stenlity 
in women. The fallopian tubes, in partucular, are attacked 
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Almost 30 Dead in Streptococcus Wave 
Penicillin Limited Help 

$4002452 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 

20 Dec 88 p 6 


[Article: “Streptococcus Spreads Rapidly”) 


[Text] Of the approximately 100 specimens taken from 
and personnel at the Alimanna Sjukhus in 
last week, about 60 contained streptococci of 

the type that claimed Il victims a week ago in Sweden. 


In 1987, it was found, in an analysis in Denmark, that 14 
percent of the specimens taken contained streptococci. 
The figure rose to 25 percent in Denmark and 80 percent 
in Norway in 1988. 


“We are cxperiencing a violent augmentation, but i is 
hard to tell whether or not it is owing to bad luck,” Poul 
Chrstensen says. 


Streptococcus couses sore throat and red spots on the bocy. 


The medical service in Malmo has received visits and 
twiephone calls recently from hundreds of anxious citi- 
zens of Malmo with sore throat symptoms. The peopic 
who are carners of streptococci get antibiotics, and so do 
ihe members of their famibes. 


Science has been aware of streptococci since the 1920's. 


one has, but the assertion that those who have taken a lot 
of penicillin in their lifetime will have less resistance 
than others is irrelevant,” says Poul Christensen. 


Norwegian Trend Compared 7 
$4002452 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
23 Dec 88 p 6 


Article by Kerstin Hellbom: “Fatal Contagion Will 
by the Summer of 1989"] 
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WEST EUROPE 
Visitors Banned in Malmo ( limic 
54002452 Stackholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
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32.1 mizaon (19 per cent) 











1986, with a 180 per cent increase in the number of 
positive smears. 


Prescriptions dispensed went up by !3 per cent to 335 
‘ih 


‘One of Worst’ Flu 


cone Shee ata > Seem Sones wen Ga ematy 
years swept the region. It began two weeks ago and has 
West Glamorgan i 


Babies and elderly people were particularly at risk, but 
the virus was one of those covered by a vaccine available 


this year. 


—Our Medical Consultant writes: No official figures 
are available to indicate the extent of the epidemic. 


WEST EUROPE 


Influenza is not a notifiable disease, which makes it 
difficult to estimate the size of an outbreak. 


Government Gives Statistics on Salmonella 
54500048 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 20 Dec 88 p 1 


[Article by David Fletcher] 


[Text] Twenty-three people have died in the past 10 
months from the strain of salmonella associated with 
eating eggs, the Department of Health disclosed last 
night. 

The department said that 26 people had died between 
January and mid-November from salmonella enteritidis. 
Twenty-three of them were poisoned by type four, the 
strain of bacterium linked with eggs. 

A spokeswoman said: “There is no direct evidence to 
link these deaths with consumption of eggs, but we must 
assume some will have been.” 


The figures were released after earlier denials by Mr 
MacGregor, Minister, of a claim by Prof 
Richard Lacey, a member of the Department of Health's 
veterinary products committee, that one person a week is 
dying as a result of eating eggs—in spite of Mr MacGre- 
gor’s statement in the Commons that the 
“balance of probability” was that a proportion of 26 
salmonella cases would be attributable to eggs. 


Prof Lacey said last night that the Government's figures 
were an underestimate and the number of deaths had 
risen sharply since mid-November. 


The latest unpublished figures showed a drop in the 
number of cases of type 4 since the poisoning scare. 


“Figures since Dec 9, when egg consumption fell by haif, 
show that cases of salmonella enteritidis typ< 4 fell from 
300 a week to 176. That seems convincing evidence that 
it is the organism present in eggs which is responsible for 
this illness.” 

Prof Lacey, Professor of Clinical Microbiology at Leeds 
University, said: “We are talking about a very serious 
health hazard.” 
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